
Dear Chatsworth Families, 

 Best wishes to you and your family for a happy and healthy holiday sea-
son. Thank you to everyone for making American Education Week such a success-
ful and positive experience. American Education Week was a great opportunity for 
parents/ guardians to witness the high quality of our instructional program. Our 
teachers design lessons that inspire, stretch, and deepen each child’s learning. The 
teachers at Chatsworth School are dedicated to the success of every child and con-
tinue to make learning meaningful on a daily basis. Thank you for sharing your 
time with us.  We are very appreciative of the notes and positive feedback we re-
ceived throughout the week. Special thanks to our PTA for greeting parents and 
providing refreshments during the entire week.  

 The winter season is quickly approaching and we can expect weather-
related school delays, early dismissals, and closings.  It is crucial that we be able 
to contact parents/guardians in the event of an emergency or a change to the 
school day due to inclement weather.   Included in this newsletter are pages re-
garding early dismissal procedures.  Please keep the delayed opening and early 
dismissal procedures sheets for future reference. This is a friendly reminder that 
our doors do not open until 9:00 AM. Students will not be allowed to enter the 
building until that time. To avoid having children wait outside for extended period 
of time in inclement weather, please time students’ morning routines so that they 
arrive at 9:00 AM. Your assistance in this matter is greatly appreciated. Winter 
Break begins at the end of the day on Friday, December 20, 2019.  

 As this year comes to a close, I can’t help but look back at all the wonder-
ful happenings at Chatsworth for 2019. I am fortunate to be a part of a community 
that works together as a family to provide enrichment and support to all of our 
children. As we review the first half of the school year, we can see that our efforts 
have been extremely productive. I commend our staff, parents/guardians and fami-
lies for doing an outstanding job in providing all of our children with so much in 
the way of academic support, encouragement and love. The success of our school 
depends on everyone doing their part within the Chatsworth School Community. I 
look forward to our continued partnership in making Chatsworth School a place 
where all children meet with success.    

 In the busy days ahead, may you and your family find time to create spe-
cial memories. Best wishes to each of you for a happy holiday season. We look 
forward to seeing students when they return to school on Thursday, January 2, 
2020. Wishing you and your family a safe and restful winter break! 

 

      Best Regards,   

      Andrea Derrien, Principal 

A Message from Mrs. Derrien  

December 2019 /  
January 2020 

Important Dates 
December 4 

Make Up Pictures 

(See inside) 

 

December 6  

PTA Presents  

Breakfast Buddies, 8:00 am 

 

December 17 

Chatsworth STOMP! 

Grades 3/4, 6:00 pm 

 

December 13  

PTA Presents 

Winter Wonderland 

6:00 –7:30 pm 

 

December 23-January 1 

 BCPS Schools closed for 
Winter Break 

 

January 14 

Winter Concert, 6:00 pm 

 

January  20 

BCPS Schools and Offices 
closed for Dr. Martin Lu-

ther King , Jr. Day 

 

January 24 

BCPS Schools close 3 hours 
early 

 

Andrea L. Derrien, Principal        Mary Maddox, Assistant Principal  

Chatsworth School 

Lost and Found update:  Is your child missing a jacket or other clothing?  
The Chatsworth School Lost and Found bin is OVERFLOWING with jackets, 
sweatshirts, etc.  We are setting it up on tables in the lobby so the children have to 
look it over as they enter/leave the cafeteria.  Any items left at close of business on 
December 20 will be donated  to a local charity.  



 

Different areas of the school building are warmer than others.   For 
your child’s comfort, please consider dressing your child in layers or 
sending a light sweatshirt or jacket to keep in their bag or locker.  And 
don’t forget to remind your child to check the lost and found by the 
cafeteria regularly!  

 

We already have new items since we returned from break!  

 

Remember: LABEL EVERYTHING SENT TO SCHOOL!!   

Check Lost and Found Frequently 

Make Up Picture Day 
Lifetouch will be at Chatsworth for make up picture day on Wednesday, December 4, from 9:30 to 11:00 
am. 

 

If you do not like the photographs that came home with your child earlier, please send them back to school 
with your child on Wednesday, December 4, and the photographer will re-take the portraits.   

 

If your child was not at school on our original picture day, October 3, a new picture flyer will come home 
with your student this week.  Please call us if you have any questions.  



Celebrations and Rewards Policy 
The Chatsworth School follows Superintendent’s Policy and Rule 5470, Wellness which states, The Office 
of Food and Nutrition Services will establish procedures for healthy party ideas for parents and teachers, 
including non-food celebration and rewards ideas. (Please see the list provided on the next pages by the 
OFNS). Additionally, foods and beverages should not be consumed for educational purposes, except as de-
fined in the general curriculum, or when indicated in a student’s individualized education program (IEP), 
behavior intervention plan or a 504 plan.  Cakes, cookies, cupcakes, candy, etc., are in violation of  The 
Chatsworth School and  Superintendent’s Wellness Policy and will not be delivered to classrooms or distrib-
uted by classroom teachers.  Unless a classroom snack is requested of you from the classroom teacher, 
please DO NOT SEND any sort of snack or food to your child’s class.  If you do send something upon 
teacher request, it must be free of all peanut and tree nut ingredients DUE TO LIFE THREATEN-
ING ALLERGIES.   PLEASE DO NOT SEND ANYTHING WITH PEANUTS OR PEANUT BUT-
TER!  It is very important to read labels, as many products contain trace amounts of peanut butter 
and could be very dangerous to a child.   







From the Health Suite, Mrs. Redding, RN 
Should my child stay home from school today? 
 
When you child is possibly experiencing some symptoms or is not feeling well, you may have to decide 
whether or not to send them to school.  Please see the information on the next page which will help you 
decide when you should keep your child home.  Absence due to illness is an excused absence as long as 
you send in a note with your child when they return to school.  Please take advantage of this time to help 
your child feel better and to alleviate the spread of germs.  Also, please remember if your child has a fe-
ver, they must be FEVER FREE WITHOUT MEDICATION for at least 24 hours before they can return 
to school.   
 
BCPS Medication Policy  
Medication for a student is best administered at home by parents or guardians. If for some reason it be-
comes necessary for your child to receive medication in  school, a written order from the physician and 
signed parent authorization must be given to the nurse by an adult with the medication. It is recommend-
ed a first dose of a new medication be given at home. The medication form titled Parent’s Request to 
Administer Medication in School is attached for your convenience.  This form is also available from the 
BCPS website. 
 
Any medication which is to be administered in school must be brought in an original container/ box, 
with a pharmacy label if it was dispensed.  Children are not permitted to carry or use any medication on 
their own in school (this includes cough drops, medicated throat spray and topical ointments). 
 
Seasonally Appropriate Clothing 
With the seasons changing and the children going outside daily for recess, please remember to send your 
children in layers or in seasonally appropriate clothing.  Also—be sure to LABEL EVERYTHING 
SENT TO SCHOOL!  Our lost and found is overflowing — please ask your children to check for any 
belongings they may have lost.   
 
Yikes, Lice 

I’m glad to say we have not had any reports of lice this school year, but it is good practice to get 
in the habit of checking your child’s head periodically throughout the school year.  

            Head lice is a common occurrence in children, particularly during elementary school years. 
When children have head lice, they experience itching of the scalp and the presence of live lice in the 
hair or viable ova (nits) attached to the hair shafts. Lice are not known to be carriers of disease; they are 
unpleasant at least, and undesirable at worst. Your child will likely have had lice for several weeks be-
fore you realize the problem.   

            Head lice are most often transmitted within the family or through close head to head contact with 
the infested person. Although less common, it may also be transmitted by contact with the infested per-
son’s personal articles (e.g. combs, hats and clothing). Bed linens, pillows, stuffed animals, carpeting, 
and upholstery that come in contact with the head may also serve as a means of transmission. 

            Students who have lice must be excluded from school until they are treated and free of live lice. 
A small number of nits may still be viable after treatment, but it is not possible in a school setting to dis-
tinguish the difference. Affected students will need to be examined by the school nurse upon return to 
school, and prior to admission to the classroom. The student will be rescreened daily for two calendar 
weeks after treatment to ensure they remain free of live lice.  

 
If you have any questions on any of this information, please call Mrs. Redding at 410-887-1103. 



Parent Request to Administer Medication Form 



Spanish Passport Program 





Chatsworth PTA 

   
PTA Membership: Please join the PTA Today!!   Our Membership drive will continue through October, but we 
encourage all families, teachers, and staff to join as early as possible to help us better prepare for our year. Fami-
ly memberships are $15 and Staff memberships are $10. Visit our website at chatsworthfamily.com to complete 
your order online or use the attached paper form to submit your membership dues.  

 

Upcoming Events: 

 

Cherrydale Orders: As of today, we do not have a delivery date for the Cherrydale Orders to be delivered; how-
ever, the PTA will contact everyone who placed an order as soon as possible with the date and time for delivery 
pickup. We believe orders will be delivered the first week of December. Stay Tuned!  

 

5th Grade Special Photos: Wednesday, December 4th: We are taking photos of 5th graders dressed as their fu-
ture careers for the yearbook. Please send your 5th grader to school with costumes/props to help show what they 
want to be when they grow up, such as sports equipment for future athletes, lab coats for future doctors and sci-
entists, or scuba masks for future marine biologists. Let them be creative! 

 

Breakfast Buddies: Friday, December 6th at 8:15 am. Join us for the first of our 
special Donut Breakfasts! This event is free and for all Chatsworth students and 
their guests. Coffee, juice, water and DONUTS are provided to all of our fami-
lies who attend. The PTA will be hosting our first sale of Smencils and other fun 
products at the door. Cash and Checks are accepted.  

 

If you’d like to volunteer for breakfast buddies, please visit our signup:  

https://www.signupgenius.com/index.cfm?go=s.signup&urlid=30e0c4fa8ad2fa2f49-breakfast2&useFullSite=true 

 

Shop with Scrip Deadline is Approaching! December 9th is the final day to submit your order forms or order 
online for Holiday Delivery! Purchase all of your gift cards for the holiday season through this amazing program 
while supporting our PTA!  See information in this newsletter! 

Get started: Enroll on MyScripWallet.com or ShopWithScrip.com with our organization’s enrollment code: 
FC6DCF7F47181 -- Seamlessly check out and receive eGift cards and reloads faster by securely paying online 
with a linked bank account or credit card.   

 
Winter Carnival: Friday, December 13th: We are so excited to bring an ALL NEW Family Event to Chats-
worth. See the flyer and order form for details! Pre-Order deadline is December 9th.  

 
Save the Date: The PTA's next Meeting Will Be Held on Tuesday,  January 28th!!  
 

 

If you have any questions about upcoming PTA events, membership or volunteer opportunities, please contact 
PTA President, Amber McGinnis at amber.smcginnis@gmail.com 

Please take a moment to register or update your contact information on the PTA's web-
site at www.chatsworthfamily.com. By registering, you receive updates directly from the 
PTA and have access to the Online School Directory for FREE!  

https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=http%3a%2f%2fchatsworthfamily.com&c=E,1,zPBhWrMZwDsvlCOemfXXlJRiGOj7dSvB2D7v2t5fbavnC_gI13joocStACoSxZh28PF582zJp0yLiJglL8C4i1NnH0TPO7gX-WYbQYhI8CyFCIep2LMXSE9SjoY,&typo=1
https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=https%3a%2f%2fwww.signupgenius.com%2findex.cfm%3fgo%3ds.signup%26urlid%3d30e0c4fa8ad2fa2f49-breakfast2%26useFullSite%3dtrue&c=E,1,5cBD2bEe_GskiOqr8EYfSczc9ZF4r05k6CtBP_fZPOJX3aDKTocZUcm9z-XE-Zg1VkIxPD9rIBAPdS7qG-iLKzarzte
https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=https%3a%2f%2fMyScripWallet.com&c=E,1,bfSVXdyz8uXDWftX4hB9ABEIplXPZxCl0vuJgaD9Ml-0--xsTPfqaWD72yttwuI814sXHELXcXmFyfV96Bgd30bEwNT9cdNULUnDbOW8cNFK2S4gyCYbuhBov2b7&typo=1
https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=https%3a%2f%2fShopWithScrip.com&c=E,1,J110kC93L1EfcRVBWOvfutWyUTLRds2uV_6anl0xpXdsil_5RLA6ppd6J6P8TiyBS6yum3SLslQlZD4y6D9iFmPl2asH33hD_YFbphGzMcC1dGhTkP4-&typo=1
mailto:amber.smcginnis@gmail.com
https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=http://www.chatsworthfamily.com&c=E,1,n9fIlVwtR3Fj4PFXFCVmvwrnivCCjsc9mbNvyR6ds2RN6EhOndfLRZzp_piyC1_iQauZTSnQzMvU_X0dPwej2uA3jAm-UKGQ10VJSV2pTqQQx6odZTG26Vp4&typo=1






Chatsworth School Inclement Weather Schedule 
 

When winter weather occurs, please refer to this page for schedule information.  For any changes in 
schedule, we suggest checking the Baltimore County Public Schools website at www.bcps.org.  You 
can also have alerts sent to your phone by downloading the BCPS NOW app; available at 
https://www.bcps.org/news/mobileapp.htm.   

 

 

Delayed Opening: 

1 hour delay:  

Carpool: Chatsworth will open at 10:00 am.  Students will be late after 10:15 am.  

Bus:  Please have your child at the bus stop 1 hour later than usual. 

2 hour delay:   

Chatsworth will open at 11:00 am.  Students will be late after 11:15 am. 

Bus:  Please have your child at the bus stop 2 hours later than usual. 

 

Early Closing: 

Listen to news reports or check www.bcps.org  for details.  Please do not call the school.   

 

Kids Place after school care program will be closed.  They will attempt to reach their families.  

 

1 hour early close:  

Carpool: Chatsworth will begin dismissal at 2:45 pm; running until 3:00 pm. 

Bus:  Please expect your child at the bus stop 1 hour earlier than usual. 

 

2 hour early close:   

Carpool: Chatsworth will begin dismissal at 1:45 pm; running until 2:00 pm.  

Bus:  Please expect your child at the bus stop 2 hours earlier than usual. 

 

Pre -Kindergarten or Pre-School Procedures: 

If there is a delayed opening, there is no morning Pre-School program.   

If there is an early closing, there is no afternoon Pre-Kindergarten program. There is no mid-day bus provided 
to take morning students home.  (Morning students transported by bus will wait and take the bus home with the 
other students at dismissal.) 

 

Team Meetings: 

If you have an IEP meeting scheduled before 10 am and there is a 1 hour delay, your meeting will be resched-
uled.  If you have a meeting scheduled before 11:00 am and there is a 2 hour delay, your meeting will be re-
scheduled.  The IEP facilitator will contact you to reschedule as soon as possible.   

http://www.bcps.org
https://www.bcps.org/news/mobileapp.htm
http://www.bcps.org






Chatsworth PTA Membership Form 



Deliveries: Balloons/Flowers/Etc. 
Please do not send deliveries to school for students, as deliveries are a disruption of the educational pro-
gram. Balloons, flowers, or similar items delivered to school will NOT be delivered to the child’s classroom 
to avoid disruption of the instructional day.  At the end of the day, the student will be allowed to pick-up 
their item privately in the office.   

Invitations 
Students and teachers cannot hand out invitations to out-of-school birthday parties or get-togethers before, 
during or after the instructional day. The school will not accept nor deliver to students any items unless they 
are of an educational nature/value or medically necessary. 

Visits to School 
Parents/ Guardians are always welcome in the building, but the nature of your visit will be questioned at the 
office upon arrival.  All visitors must  report to the office upon arrival, sign in and secure a visitor’s badge, 
after screening through the Raptor system.  Depending on the nature of the visit and the availability of the 
classroom teacher, parents/guardians may be asked to set up a time to visit with the teacher when classes are 
not in session, so as not to disrupt the learning opportunities for other students in the classroom. 



BCPS Volunteer Training 
We LOVE our volunteers!!  Parents and grandparents who would like to 
volunteer at school or serve as a chaperone at any BCPS school must 
complete the BCPS volunteer training EVERY YEAR.  Once you finish 
this online training, please send the application and your certificate of 
completion in to school.  (You may send it via email or  with your 
child.)   

 

Here is the location of the training on the BCPS website:   

http://www.bcps.org/community/volunteer_info/   

 

Please call us if you have any questions about volunteer training.   

Planning Ahead:  February 

Here are some upcoming events that will happen in February:   

 

February 6:  Report Cards distributed 

February 17:  Presidents Day (see BCPS website regarding emergency closure make-up days.   
   www.bcps.org/calendars/) 

 

 

Please call the school office if you have any questions.   

Our goal every day is a safe and orderly dismissal for all of our students.  With your help, we can accomplish 
this goal!  Dismissal procedure reminders are as follows: 

 

Early Dismissal:  You must pick your child up BEFORE 3:30 pm if you are picking a student up for a medi-
cal appointment, etc.  We use this rule so that the dismissal process is less confusing for teachers and students 
in transition at the end of the school day.   Please know that this will count as an early dismissal.  Early depar-
tures add up and will count toward absences. We understand that medical appointments may have to take place 
during the school day. 

 

Carpool dismissal:  Carpool dismissal begins at 3:45 and ends at 4:00 this year.  Please wait in the carpool 
line.  We know the line may be long, however to avoid confusion, please remain in the carpool line with your 
carpool number displayed.   If you come into the building after 3:30 pm, we will ask you to go back out and 
wait.   

Dismissal Procedure Reminders 




